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Avery track excels at Watauga meet
By Katie Murawski katie.murawski@averyjournal.com  Apr 19, 2017

NEWLAND — The Avery track and field team competed at the second Watauga High School home meet on Tuesday, April 11, against eight other schools.

Coach Cary Dominguez said there were many personal records set and the Vikings had a fantastic day.

Photo by Cameron Wood
Avery senior pole vaulter Kesha Garland makes an attempt at last week’s home track meet. According to coaches, it was the first
appearance of the pole vault at a track meet in MacDonald Stadium since 1984.
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As for the events at the Watauga competition, Kaitlyn Smith competed in the girls’ final of the 200-meter dash, placing 26th overall with a time of 34.38
seconds and Kayla Styles followed in 28th place with a time of 39.48 seconds. Smith also placed 15th with a time of 1:26.31 in the girls’ 400-meter dash finals,
while Styles followed just behind at 16th place with a time of 1:22.87. In the boys’ 400-meter dash finals, Matthew Johnson placed sixth with a time of 57.11
seconds, giving him a personal record for the event. Ryder Seiz followed him, placing eighth with a time of 57.16 seconds.

In the girls’ final 800-meter run, Madeline Barinowski placed 14th with a time of 3:14.02. Barinowski also placed 12th in the girls’ 1,600-meter run final with a
time of 7:03.15. For the girls’ final in the 100-meter hurdles, Sara Hawkins finished with a time of 19.99 seconds to place ninth, giving her a personal record for
100-meter hurdles. In the boys’ final of the 110-meter hurdles, Andy Dominguez took top honors with a time of 16.91 seconds, setting a personal record. The
boys’ relay team placed first in both the final 4x100-meter and 4x200-meter relays, with times of 45.89 seconds and 1:36.70, respectively. The boys’ 4x400-
meter relay team placed second with a time of 3:41.89, while the 4x800-meter relay placed fourth with a time of 9:44.41. Both the 4x100-meter and the 4x800-
meter relay teams set season bests in time for the Big Red. In the boys high jump final, Dominguez took another first-place honor, rising to the mark of six-feet,
two-inches, while teammate Jordan Smith placed seventh with a mark of five-feet, eight-inches.

Kesha Garland placed second in the girls final 300-meter hurdles with a time of 52.06 seconds, while Hawkins placed seventh with a time of 54.78 seconds and
Ellie Kitchin followed, placing 13th with a time of 1:02.29. The Avery girls 4x200-meter relay team placed second with a time of 2:01.67, while in the girls high
jump, Heaven Nelson and Hawkins placed ninth, both with a mark of four-feet, two-inches. In the girls’ pole vault final, Garland placed seventh with a mark of
seven-feet, six-inches, and set a personal record for the event. In the boys’ pole vault, Alex Broussard placed second with a mark of an even 10-feet, also
giving him a personal best. Teammate Carson Farthing placed fifth with a mark of nine-feet.

In the girls’ discus finals, McKenzie Brown placed seventh with a mark 82-feet, six-inches, for a personal best. Oshiana McMillian placed 12th with a mark 73-
feet, one-inch, and Gena Trent placed 21st with a mark of 61-feet, eight-inches. In the boys’ discus finals at WHS, Blake Williams secured top honors with a
mark of 117-feet, and Caleb Hicks placed 13th with a mark of 82-feet, five-inches. In the girls’ shot put, Brown placed ninth with a mark of 27-feet, three-
inches, giving her a personal record for the event, and McMillian placed 11th with a mark of 26-feet, 10-inches.

In the boys shot put finals, Williams placed a strong fifth with a mark of 39-feet, 10-inches, giving him another PR in the event, and Hicks placed fifth with a
mark of 36-feet, eight-inches.

The Big Red played host to its first meet of the season at MacDonald Stadium on Thursday, April 13, setting several personal records at the event.

Throwing coach Darrell Brewer has been coaching the team for approximately 20 years, and said the Vikings did very well for how many participants are on the
team.

“We have some good quality kids, but it would be nice if we had more numbers,” Brewer said. “But, the kids we have are very competitive.”
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Jamie Shell

Brewer said the biggest thing to come from the Avery home track meet that occurred on Thursday, April 13, was the pole vaulting results, which has not been

an activity ACHS has been able to compete in since 1984. Brewer said the Vikings did very well, and “mopped up” the competition.

Brewer explained that the team is getting prepared for a conference meet the Vikings will host at Tate Field on the campus of Lees-McRae College in Banner

Elk at the end of the month.

Complete results from the Avery home meet were not available at press time. For a recap of the team’s continued push to conference, regional and state

events, read next week’s edition of The AJT.


