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Foxx discusses Avery, national issues
By Katie Murawski news@averyjournal.com  Jan 25, 2017

US Rep. Virginia Foxx

Editor’s Note: Congresswoman Virginia Foxx visited Avery County on Jan. 18, and sat down with the staff of The AJT for an exclusive interview covering
a variety of issues. This is the first of a two-part series stemming from that conversation, as reported by AJT intern Katie Murawski.

NEWLAND — Congresswoman Virginia Foxx visited Avery County on Jan. 18, and made herself available to speak with The AJT and visit the senior
center. According to Foxx, since her re-election last November, she has not had much time to make her rounds to the 5th District because she has
been very busy in Washington D.C.

“We have been extremely busy. I didn’t actually begin representing Avery County until Jan. 3,” Foxx said. “So I needed to wait until I was officially sworn
in for the new district to begin traveling in the district. So this is actually my first opportunity to be over here, and of course I grew up in Avery County in
Crossnore. So I love coming to Avery County and I have never stopped coming to Avery County.”

Insights on federal programs

Foxx talked about her main goals and objectives she has for her 2017 term, as well as her work with President Trump and Congress. She said the top
goal of the Republican party is to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act.
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“Republicans see themselves on a rescue mission as it relates to Obamacare,” Foxx said. “The American people are hurting as a result of this
legislation. The average cost of premiums for North Carolinians has risen over 40 percent, deductibles have gone up, so our number one goal is that.
We are working on repealing many of the unnecessary rules and regulations put into place by the Obama administration.”

According to Foxx, Republicans have had a replacement plan and have proposed many alternatives since the Affordable Care Act was first passed.

“Incidentally, this is a case that I don’t mind saying, ‘We told you so.’ Everything we predicted before Obamacare was passed and after it was passed,
has come true that is bad,” Foxx said. “We said all of these things were going to happen. We said it could not be sustained. Frankly, if President Obama
were not in office it would have already been dead, because it would have failed of its own weight.”

Foxx said the appointment of President Trump’s nominee for Secretary of Health and Human Services, Tom Price, is significant because he has been
one of the “architects of the alternatives.”

“Now, the main thing we want to reassure the American people of is the main thing we put in place is going to be better than what they have under
Obamacare,” Foxx added. “We are not going to throw people off of their health insurance when this bill is repealed.”

Foxx is the chair for the House Education and Workforce Committee and said her goals for that are to “roll back bad rules” and to get the Higher
Education Act “passed and reauthorized,” as well as the Career and Tech Education Act and the Child Nutrition Act. Foxx said the Republicans are, as
a whole, focused on six items outlined in document printed last summer, entitled “A Better Way.”

Foxx said she will be working very closely with Secretary of Education nominee, Betsy DeVos. She said the Democrats made “unreasonable demands
on her” during her Senate confirmation hearing and that she is suited for the job.

“She is very well qualified to be in that position,” Foxx said. “She and her husband have given millions and millions of dollars to poor students to help
them be able to get a good education. She really cares for children. We will be working closely with Betsy DeVos and she is an excellent choice.”

Along with DeVos, Foxx said she would be also working with the potential Secretary for the Department of Labor, Andy Puzder, C.E.O. of
Hardee’s/Carl’s Jr. restaurants. Because of Foxx’s role as chair of the Education and Workforce Committee, both DeVos and Puzder, if confirmed, would
be reporting to her and she would do much of the oversight.

Making education local

According to Foxx, a crucial objective is to get the federal government out of education as much as possible and give authority back to local school
districts and states.

“I had a good education in Avery County,” Foxx said. “I went to Crossnore Elementary School and Crossnore High School. Was it perfect? Was it as
good as other wealthier schools? Probably not. But I got a good grounding, and that’s what is important.”

Foxx said her committee repealed No Child Left Behind and passed the Every Student Succeeds bill based on complaints they were receiving from
local residents, and she wishes to continue to offer flexibility for local and state officials to do their jobs.

“We said to the secretary and president, ‘You may not, you shall not, you will not tell local people how to run their schools,’” Foxx said. “That is what
was happening under President Obama. Local people were being told how to run their schools. That is wrong if you read the Constitution. You will not
find the word “education” as the responsibility of the federal government.”

No place like home

Foxx explained how she grew up in a house with no electricity and no running water until she was 14 years of age, adding that her mother had only a
sixth-grade and her father a ninth-grade education.

“This is the land of opportunity. My goal as a member of Congress, and particularly as a committee chairwoman, is to say to people if a person like me
could make the achievements I have made, anybody in this country can do what the Lord gave him or her the talents to do,” Foxx explained.

Commenting on the potential of local students and families, Foxx remarked that she could not be a concert pianist, or an artist, or even a successful
bass fisherman because she does not have the talents in those areas to excel, but added that in Avery County, as in America, opportunity abounds for
those who strive to develop those skills and achieve their dreams.
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Jamie Shell

“I don’t have those skills, but I just believe in this country. If you work hard and get a good education and have a talent for something, you have the
opportunity to develop it like no other place in the world,” Foxx said. “My goal is to maintain that opportunity for all generations coming behind us.”


