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Vikings track makes run at App State Invitational
By Katie Murawski katie.murawski@averyjournal.com  Apr 12, 2017

BOONE — After two meet cancellations due to inclement weather conditions, the Vikings track team met at Appalachian State for the High School Invitational
Saturday, April 8, and competed alongside more than 20 schools, with a majority of them being division three and four teams.

Photo by Serena Smith
Regan McKinney transfers the baton to Charity Ollis during a relay event at the Appalachian State Invitational track meet in Boone on

Saturday, April 8.
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The Avery women’s team finished 20th overall with five team points, while the men’s team came in 18th with 10 points. The Vikings were one of the only 1A

teams competing against predominantly 3A and 4A schools.

“We are competing with schools much bigger than us,” Avery assistant track coach Don Reinhofer said. “When you got eight or nine teams running and we are

finishing fifth or sixth, that is not bad.”

Gena Trent placed 15th in the shot put event and threw a distance of 22-feet, 10-inches for the women’s team, while Blake Williams placed 12th and threw 37-

feet, seven-inches for the men’s team. In the women’s discus event, Trent placed 13th with a throw distance of 67-feet, two-inches. Williams came in 10th for

men’s discus, with a toss of 116-feet, 10-inches.

In women’s long jump, Libby Phillips placed 11th, with a leap of 13-feet, 3.25-inches, while teammate Sara Hawkins came in ninth with a jump of 14-feet, six-

inches. In the men’s high jump, Ryder Seiz came in 13th place, clearing the bar at five-feet, four-inches.

In the women’s 400-meter dash, Phillips placed 13th overall with a time of 1:11.78 in the fourth heat. Johnson came in 21st in the men’s 400-meter dash with a

time of 57.27 in Heat No. 5.

In the men’s 4x800-meter relay, the Vikings came in sixth with a final time of 10:00.20, scoring three points. The leadoff leg was run by Alex Broussard, the

second leg by Matthew Johnson, the third leg was ran by Ryder Seiz, with the anchor paced by Jordan Smith.

“I am proud. I think they are all doing great,” Amber Smith, mother of Jordan Smith said.

In the women’s 300-meter hurdles, Garland placed eighth with a time of 53.50 seconds. In the women’s preliminary 100-meter hurdles, Hawkins finished ninth

with a time of 20.51 seconds in Heat No. 2.

Hawkins also participated in the high jump, clearing four-feet, six-inches.

“I had clean jumps on 4-2, 4-4, and then I cleared 4-6 on my second jump, and then I scratched out at 4-8 on my third jump,” Hawkins said.

In the men’s preliminary 100-meter dash, Steven Sanchez qualified and placed fifth with a time of 11.74 seconds. In the finals, Sanchez placed sixth with a time

of 11.73 seconds and scored three points. In the men’s 800-meter dash, Seiz came in 22nd place with a final time of 2:20.47.
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Jamie Shell

The women’s 4x200-meter relay saw the Vikings placed seventh, scoring three points with a time of 1:56.80. The lead leg was begun by Kesha Garland,
followed by Heaven Nelson, Charity Ollis and anchored by Regan McKinney. In the women’s 4x100-meter relay, the foursome of Garland, McKinney, Ollis and
anchor Nelson finished in seventh with a time of 55.46 seconds in the second heat.

For the men’s 4x100-meter relay, the Vikings tandem of Sam McCollum, Van McCollum, Sanchez and Smith ran but was unable to qualify out of prelims. In
men’s 4x400-meter relay the Vikings placed fourth in its second heat with a time of 3:40.66, scoring five points, as the team rearranged its order from the other
relay, this time with Smith and Sanchez trading positions.

The Vikings are scheduled to host a meet this Thursday, April 13, at MacDonald Stadium.


